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How does visa-free travel in the Schengen area affect Albanian citizens?
27 April 2011
Table 1. Features of the Surveyed Sample 
	A total of 1120 interviewed citizens nationwide during November 2010

	Gender
	51% women
49% men

	Age
	30% between 16 and 24 years old
13% between  25 and 29 years old

20% between 30 and 39 years old

18% between 40 and 49 years old

14% between 50 and 59 years old

5% 60 years old or more

	Geographic distribution
	25% live in rural areas
21% live in urban areas with less than 15 thousand inhabitants 

55% live in urban areas with more than 15 thousand inhabitants

4 % no answer

	Education
	16 % basic education (0-9 years)

44% have completed either general or vocational secondary education; 
36% have completed graduate or postgraduate studies

4 % no answer

	Employment status
	40% employed as paid employees
15% self-employed
18% are students
13% unemployed

12 % no answer

	Employment sector 
	45% work in the private sector (agriculture, construction, trade, transport, services) 

25% work in the public sector (education, health and public administration)

29 % no answer


This study does not explore the relationship between individual income position and travel/migration. This study focuses on the effect of relaxed travel regulation (visa liberalization) in the Schengen area on the propensity of temporary or permanent migration flows.

I. Propensity to travel in the Shengen area after visa liberalisation
Figure 1. What do Albanians expect to do after Visa Liberalisation? 
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· Visa liberalisation seems to affect largely positively people’s decision to travel

Figure 2. Distribution of the outflow of travellers by reasons of undertaking a trip
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· Citizens intend to use visa liberalisation largely for the “right purposes”

Figure 3. Distribution of the outflow of travellers by geographic areas
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· Urban areas have consistently higher propensity to migrate compared to rural areas
Figure 4. Distribution of the outflow of travellers by employment status
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· Employed citizens and students seem to be the main beneficiaries of VL 

Figure 5. Distribution of the outflow of travellers by sector of employment 
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· Income level and stability largely affects the decision to undertake short term trips to the Schengen area

II. Visa Liberalisation net effect on potential travel/migration
II.1. Estimation of the potential short term travel/migration in Albania before and after visa liberalisation process

Three types of potential travellers/emigrants are identified: 

1. Short term visitors: citizens travelling or visiting a Schengen country for 0 to 3 months; 

2. Mid/long term emigrants: individuals that plan to visit and stay in a Schengen country for a period of more than 3 months but less than one year; 

3. Potential permanent migration: individuals that are planning to settle permanently in a Schengen country are. 
To differentiate between the propensity and its actual realisation we have used the level of willingness expressed by individuals to undertake a trip or stay in a Schengen country. Answers “very likely” or ”would definitely” are used to measure propensity, when individuals’ answer to undertake such a decision, is of a “definite” form , we have used this level of willingness to extract the expected realisation of migration from its potential. 

Figure 6: Estimated Potential Migration in Albania
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Table 2: Classification of answers for measuring the effect of Visa Liberalisation Process on travel/migration propensity

	Question: Would the process of visa liberalization affect your decision to  undertake:
	Yes - Answer
	No - Answer

	A trip immediately after Visa Liberalization Process
	Travellers (visitors)
	Non Emigrants

	A short term trip/stay abroad. 
	Short Term Visitors
	Non Visitors

	A Mid/long term trip/stay abroad. 
	Long Term Migration
	Non Emigrants

	Migrate and settle in another country.
	Permanent Migration
	Non Emigrants


Table 3. Potential Migration, before and after visa liberalization
	
	Before VL
	After VL
	
	

	Type of Migration
	Propensity

to travel/ migrate


	Propensity to travel/ migrate


	Net Effect
	Estimation of peoples’ outflow

(in number)


	Travelers/Short term visits
	
	
	
	

	Potential short term visitors 
	14.51%
	26.27%
	11.75%
	          472,789    

	Expected realization of potential short term visitors
	5.58%
	10.10%
	4.52%
	          181,842    

	Long or Mid term Migration 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Potential mid/long migration 
	9.68%
	12.30%
	2.61%
	          221,363    

	Expected realization of potential mid/long term migration
	3.45%
	4.38%
	0.93%
	            78,754    

	Permanent Migration
	 
	 
	
	 

	Potential permanent migration 
	8.13%
	9.27%
	1.14%
	          166,845    

	Expected realization of potential permanent migration
	2.24%
	2.56%
	0.31%
	            46,026    


· The net effect of visa liberalisation on peoples’ expectations for long term or permanent migration appears modest.

· Citizens seem to be willing to profit of visa liberalisation largely for short stays.

Figure 7. Propensity to migrate before and after Visa Liberalization in Albania, per different type of visit/migration
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· VL influences positively the citizens’ willingness to undertake short term trips

II.2. Profile of potential travellers/migrants and estimated net effect of visa liberalisation per different profile
Figure 8. Propensity to undertake short term trips before and after visa liberalisation per different age groups
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· Individuals of age 25-30 years old are the most active participants in any expected outflow of emigrants; 
· Short term visits abroad of up to 3 months show an interesting high peak at age category of 50-59 years old, a high propensity that disappears in the other patterns of migration (long or permanent). We expect that an important part of people leaving the country temporary (in short visits) are those parents that visit their children family in migration, most probably providing support in child care or other household types of work. This type of outflow seems to be beneficiary to the receiving countries, increasing the labour participation and productivity of settled emigrants, probably reducing their living costs (such as child care payments). 

· Albania might experience a slight reduction in unemployment, but it might lose a part of remittances that children have traditionally sent home. 
Figure 9. Propensity to travel/migrate after visa liberalisation per different educational level 
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· People with higher education or graduate studies have the highest propensity to undertake short term visits. The higher income level that generally is associated with higher education level allows this category to afford short term trips in Schengen area countries for professional or tourism reasons. 

· The same category remains the most interested to migrate permanently, a fact that shows Albania is still in danger of experiencing brain drain. This category of people, as shown in other studies regarding migration, gets easier employment opportunities in destination countries a fact that increases incentives to undertake a permanent migration decision. The large wage difference that exists between Albania and any other EU country as well as the intensified exchange in academia and research are also important factors that help explaining the high propensity of highly skilled people to short term migrate and then probably undertake permanent migration. 
Figure 10. Propensity to travel/migrate before and after visa liberalisation per different districts

[image: image10.png]Propensity in %

« & & £ & g &
¢ s ¢ ¢ Y S
< > < ‘_?0 F & RS N (}a—
B Propensity to undertake short term trips before VL

= Propensity to undertake short term trips after VL





· More developed (socially and economically) areas of living as well as cities with previous large flows of migration seem to have very high propensity to undertake short term visits. Tirana, Durres, Elbasan Vlore and Shkoder are districts with the highest propensity to travel abroad. 

· Poor labour market outcomes also seems to influence noticeably people’s decision to undertake short term visits – Berat and Kukes district for example manifest very high propensity of people undertaking short term visits in a Schengen country, and also a high effect of visa liberalisation process on this propensity is observed. 

· Areas sharing a common border with Schengen area countries (Italy and Greece) have a lower propensity to travel. We assume that these areas have reached their optimum level of migration, and have as well more intensively visited other countries, manifesting lower propensity to undertake short term visits (see Korca, Saranda, Gjirokastra).
� The estimation is based on the total population of 1 800 000, a rounded figure of the total population of Albania between 16 and 60 years old. 
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